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Anent Recruits, and Regulating the Seifing of Deſerterr. 


ILLIAM and MARY by the Grace of GOD, King and Queen of Great-Zritain, France and Irelaud, De- 
. fenders of the Faithʒ; To | Te 
... * - .- _-Macersof Our Privy Council, Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sheriffs imthat part, conjunctly and ſeve- 
rally, ſpecially conſtitute, Greeting: Foraſmuch as, there are ſeveral Scots Officers come over for raifing Recruits to 
Our Scots Troups in Flanders; And We Conſidering on the one hand, how much it is both for the Honour ofthis 
e Our antient Kingdom, and the good of Our Service, that theſe Forces in Flanders be effectually Recruited, and be- 
ing no leſs ſenſible on the other hand, both of the Accidents that have lately happened, and that Abuſes are ordinarly committed 
upon ſuch eecaſions, Have thought fit by a Letter under Our Royal Hand, to recommend to the Care and Prudence of the Lords df 
Our Privy Council, to give Our Officers all neceflar Countenance and Aſſiſtance, in making of the ſaids Recruits z but withall to 
keep them within the bounds that the Law preſcribes : InOrder whereunto , We with Advice of the ſaids Lords of Our Privy - - 
Council, Requireand Command all Sheriffs and their Deputs, Lords of Regality and their Baillies, Juſtices of Peace, Magiſtrats of 
Our Royal Burghs, and other Magiſtrats whatſomever, Commanders of Our Caſtles and Forts, Officers of Our ſtanding Forces, and 
all others Our Good Subjects, to give their beſt aſſiſtance in this matter, and to Cauſe fecure all Sea-ports and other way es, and Paſſa - 
ges out of the Kingdom, to prevent the eſcaping or withdrawing of Deſerters; And for that end, that no perſon be ſuffered to paſs - 
out of Our ſaid Kingdom, either by Sea or Land, at any time betwixt and the firſt of March next, except they have Paſsports duly - 
- ſubſcribed by one of the Members of Our Privy Council. And We with Advice foreſaid, ſtrictly Prohibit and Diſcharge Our ſaids 
Officers, come for Recruits from Flanders, to ſeize any as Deſerters, but ſuch as have Deſerted from Our Scots Regiments in Flanders 
ſince they were there, and none others: And allow the Officers of Our ſtanding Forces in this Our antient Kingdom, to ſeize upon 
none upon the head of Deſertion, but ſuch as have Deſerted from one or other of the ſaids Regiments, of which they are at preſent 
Officers, and Diſcharge any perſon to be ſeized upon on pretence of Deſertion, before Our acceſſion to the Crown; And Diſcharge 
the Officers of the ſtanding Regiments in this Our Kingdom, to Recruit till ſuch time as the Officers for Flanders ſhall have fhipt their 
Recruits; and that violence be done to no Man to make him ingage in Our Service, but that ſuch as do voluntarly ingage, be not 
allowed to retract; but if they offer to do the ſame, they be conſidered and ſecured as Deſerters: And for the greater incouragement 
of ſuch as ſhall ingage to go to Flanders for Our Service, We with Advice foreſaid Do Declare, that after three years Service in Our 
Armies Abroad, they.fhall have their Paſſes with full freedom to leave Our Service in their option, with this proviſo only, that if 
their aids Paſſes ſhall fall due, and be by themdeſired in the beginning of a C2mpaign, they ſhall only be delayed till the end of the 
 _ aid Campaign, after which they ſhall immediatly have their ſaids Paſſes and freedom, as is above declared: And it any of thoſe who 
ſhall go to Flanders, ſhall happen to be Wounded or Maimed, ſo as to become unfit for Service, the ſame care ſhall be taken of them 
that is taken of all others on Engliſh Pay; And this Our Royal Will in the particulars above - mentioned. We with Advice of 
the Lords of Our Privy Council, -@rdain to be duly Publiſhed, and punRually obſerved. And further, We with Advice foreſaid, Do 
hereby Ratifie and Revive the Proclamation of the date the ſixteenth Day of December, One thouſand (ix hundred ninety two 
years, for Regulating the Levy of Recruits, - Willing and Ordaining the ſame tobe ſtrictly obſerved in all Points, and the Pains thereof 
upon Tranſgreſſion duly exacted. OUR WILL. IS herefore, and We Charge you ſtrictly and Command, that incontinent theſe 
Our Letters ſeen, ye paſs to the Mercat Croſs of Edinburgh , and to the Mertat Croſſes of the Head Burghs of the ſeveral Shires of this 
Kingdem, and therein Our Name and Authority by open Proclamation, make intimation hereof, that none pretend ignorance, 
Given under our Signet at Edinburgh the eighteenth day of December. And of Our Reign the ſixth Tear, 1694. 
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Per adtum Dominorum Secreti Concilii. 


